REACTIONARY   INTERMEZZO
a Caesar in the centre of Europe, with the great German
people united behind him, would constitute an even
more formidable proposition than one placed in so
lopsided a position as Napoleon had been. But instinct
and tradition caused him to act for all the world as
if he had known what the future had in store. He who
had done more than anyone else to make the fight against
French domination one to a finish, was ready not only
to keep France from being either plundered or humiliated,
but, if need be, to switch over to alliance with her against
England's most powerful allies of the late war. And
Wellington, fresh from embracing Bliicher on the field of
victory, had no sooner arrived in Paris than he was
bending all his energies to restrain the Prussians from
employing, in the conquered territory, what a later
generation would know as methods of frightfulness.
The terms that Britain eventually conceded, on her
own behalf, were so moderate that Napoleon, who judged
by very different standards, could only account for them
by assuming Castlereagh to have been so crassly ignorant
that he could not even find, on the map, the possessions
Britain let slip through her fingers. She might have had
Hamburg, as a gateway to King George's Hanover. The
whole of the Dutch East Indies could have been hers for
the asking ; the French colonial empire was in her
occupation. She refused all these temptations, contenting
herself with one or two islands, selected with scientific
forethought on her imperial communications, and the
Dutch settlement at the Cape, which she purchased from
its owners at a fair price. It was little regarded at the
time that the world's sixth continent, that of Australia,
had fallen unperceived into British hands, because
monopoly of sea-power had left no one else to occupy
it, and because it happened to form a useful dumping
ground for the refuse of society.
Such compensation for a forbearance difficult to
parallel in the records of victory she neither counted on,
nor regarded. Statesmanship like Castlereagh's looked
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